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Family status: married, three children 

EDUCATION: 

2/1994 Diploma (equiv. to M.Sc.), major in Chemistry, University of Oldenburg, Germany, thesis 

in Organic Geochemistry, Institute for Chemistry and Biology of the Marine Environment 

(ICBM), Advisor: Prof. Jürgen Rullkötter 

5/1997 Ph.D., University of Oldenburg, ICBM, Germany, thesis in Organic Geochemistry, 

Advisor: Prof. Jürgen Rullkötter 

10/1997 –  

7/2000 

Postdoctoral Fellow/Investigator, Department of Geology & Geophysics, Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), Molecular-Isotopic Biogeochemistry, Advisor: Prof.  

John M. Hayes 

APPOINTMENTS: 

5/2004 – present Full Professor (W3), Dept. of Geosciences, University of Bremen 

3/2004 – present Adjunct Scientist, Dept. of Geology & Geophysics, WHOI 

10/2002 -4/2004 Associate Professor (C3), Dept. of Geosciences, University of Bremen 

7/2000 – 12/2002 Assistant Scientist, tenure-track, Dept. of Geology & Geophysics, WHOI 

10/1997 – 6/2000 Postdoctoral Investigator/Fellow, Dept. of Geology & Geophysics, WHOI 

6/1997 – 8/1997 Guest Investigator, Dept. of Geosciences, University of Bremen 

3/1994 – 5/1997 Research Assistant, ICBM, University of Oldenburg 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

■ Participation in seagoing expeditions: ODP Leg 155 (1994) Amazon Fan, ODP Leg 201 (2002, Peru & 

Equatorial Pacific, as co-proponent), Meteor Exp. 67/2b with ROV Quest, Gulf of Mexico (2006); RV 

Point Lobos with ROV Ventana, Eel River Basin (1999), RV Atlantis/DSV Alvin, Guaymas Basin (2009)  

■ Member, Integrated Ocean Drilling Program, Science Steering and Evaluation Panel (2007-2010)  

■ Member, Evaluation panels, NASA Astrobiology Institute (2003) Washington DC; Wissenschaftsrat: 

Evaluation of Bundesanstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe (Geological Survey, 2007)  

■ Member, Scientific committee, 23rd Int. Meeting on Organic Geochemistry, Torquay, (2007); 8th 

International Symposium for Subsurface Microbiology, Munich (2011)  

■ Nominating host, Humboldt-Research Award winner Prof. R.E. Summons, MIT, 12/2007 – 8/2008  

■ Conference chairman, 24th International Meeting on Organic Geochemistry, Bremen, 2009  

■ Member, Editorial board, Geology (2004-2006); ■ Associate Editor, Organic Geochemistry (2006 – )  

■ Frequent Reviewer for more than 20 international journals incl. Nature, PNAS, Science, 

Environmental Microbiology, Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, etc., ca. 20 manuscripts per year  

■ Projects, since 2001, at Woods Hole and Bremen, PI/Co-PI of more than 20 projects, funded through 

NASA, NSF, The Seaver Institute, WHOI – Ocean Life Institute, DFG (incl. MARUM), BMBF, EU, 

Petroleum Research Fund of the American Chemical Society, Deutscher Verband Flüssiggas, ERC 

■ Principal Investigator, DFG-Research Center/Cluster of Excellence MARUM: Research Area 

“Geosphere Biosphere Interactions” (2009 – 2013); ERC Advanced Grant DARCLIFE (2010 – 2015) 


