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The Oceans in the Earth System
About two-thirds of the Earth’s surface is covered by water. The 
oceans interact extensively in exchange processes with the lithosphere, 
atmosphere and cryosphere as well as the biosphere. In addition, 
important transport processes are at work involving ocean circulation 
and material loads, which contribute to determining the composition 
of ocean water. The oceans are subject to continuous change. Plate 
tectonic processes have had a direct effect on the oceans in the 
geological past, particularly with respect to biogeochemical and 
material budgets and ocean circulation.

The 2007 GV Convention in Bremen will offer a forum for overviews 
and new scientific results highlighting the crucial role of the ocean 
in the Earth system. Sessions will be composed of oral and poster 
presentations. In addition, short courses and workshops with specific 
themes will be offered specially for young scientists. Child care will also 
be provided during the meeting.

Place and date
The International Conference and the 97th Annual Meeting 2007 of the 
Geologische Vereinigung will be held in Bremen, Germany, at the 
University Campus from Monday, October 1, to Friday, October 5, 2007.
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Hosts
The conference is jointly hosted by:
Department of Geosciences	
MARUM - Center for Marine Environmental Research
DFG Research Center Ocean Margins (RCOM)
University of Bremen

Scientific organising committee
Gerold Wefer, University of Bremen
Antje Boetius, MPI for Marine Microbiology Bremen
Gerhard Bohrmann, University of Bremen
Hans-Jürgen Brumsack, ICBM Oldenburg
Wolf-Christian Dullo, IfM-GEOMAR Kiel
Kay-Christian Emeis, University of Hamburg
Burghard W. Flemming, Senckenberg Wilhelmshaven
Gerald M. Ganssen, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Jan Harff, IOW Warnemünde
Michal Kucera, University of Tübingen
Hermann-Rudolf Kudraß, BGR Hannover
Heinz Miller, AWI Bremerhaven
Hedi Oberhänsli, GFZ Potsdam
Michael Schulz, University of Bremen

Local organising committee
Gerold Wefer, Barbara Donner, Volker Diekamp, 
Thorsten Klein, Jürgen Pätzold, Frank Schmieder
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W: Workshop; S: Short Course

Conference programme
The conference will comprise several workshops and short courses, 
plenary lectures, scientific and poster sessions, and a public lecture.
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Workshops

W 1 	 Marine proxy research 
(H. Willems, T. v. Dobeneck, K. Zonneveld, Bremen)

Detailed information about mechanisms and consequences of global 
and regional environmental evolution during Earth’s history helps to 
quantify natural variations and to predict system adaptations. Much 
of the paleoenvironmental knowledge presently available is based on 
reconstructions of past ocean conditions. While direct observations only 
exist for the last several decades, indirect, so-called proxy records extend 
deep into geological time. Expanding the range and reliability of proxy 
methods represents a worldwide research topic. Since 2002, the DFG 
International Graduate College »Proxies in Earth History« (EUROPROX) 
unites Bremen, Utrecht, Amsterdam, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Newcastle, Paris, Southampton and Vigo marine scientists in 
developing, testing, improving and teaching marine proxy methods. The 
annual workshop brings all scientists involved in EUROPROX together to 
report on and discuss the latest developments in proxy research.

W 2 	 How to constrain oxygen 18-based water-mass 
reconstructions (G. Ganssen, Amsterdam; A. Paul, Bremen)

With the advent of independent temperature reconstructions, e.g., from 
transfer functions based on foraminiferal assemblages, alkenone concen-
trations, or Mg/Ca ratios, it has become possible to estimate variations 
in water-mass properties (such as paleosalinity or paleodensity) from the 
oxygen-isotope ratio as preserved in foraminiferal carbonate. However, 
the propagation of the analytical errors as well as the uncertainties in the 
paleotemperature equation and the local relationship between salinity 
and the oxygen-isotope ratio of seawater must be carefully accounted 
for. Furthermore, there are constraints from physical oceanography and 
climatology that must be satisfied to assure the plausibility of the recons-
tructed changes. We would like to discuss with the workshop participants 
questions such as: How can the »oxygen-18 community« contribute to 
reduce the present uncertainties? To what degree can we reconstruct pale-
odensity? Do we need an oxygen-18 database for the past?
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W 3 	 African response to global change: Past, present 
and future 
(J.-B. Stuut, S. Mulitza, Bremen)

	 Session B 2 is part of workshop W 3

Recent studies suggest that the regional distribution of tropical sea-
surface temperatures has a profound influence on precipitation patterns 
over Africa. Furthermore, changes in precipitation over the African 
continent have a major influence on the rate and composition of the 
vegetation cover, the rate of fluvial discharge, and on the production 
and distribution of dust. Sediments deposited in lakes on the continent 
as well as in the ocean off Africa continuously record the history of 
vegetation cover and terrigenous sediment input. In addition, marine 
sediments also register the hydrographical conditions of the overlying 
ocean. This session aims to explore the role of Africa in global climate 
change throughout the geological past, and its consequences for 
marine and terrestrial ecosystems. Contributors are encouraged to 
present recent results from either terrestrial or marine archives and 
palaeoclimate modelling.
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Short Courses

S 1 	 Seismoacoustic imaging and geologic 
interpretation 
(V. Spiess, Bremen)

The full-day course will give an introduction into high resolution 
seismoacoustic imaging techniques such as multichannel seismics, 
sediment echosounding, swath mapping and side-scan sonar. After 
a methodological introduction, several case studies will be presented 
from shallow-water research as well as from different sedimentary 
settings on continental margins. These include examples from the 
North Sea and also deal with slope instability and mass wasting, fluid 
seepage, current-controlled sedimentation and sedimentary fan systems. 
Practical work will include a discussion of processing techniques and 
the interpretational concepts of integrated seismoacoustic data sets.

S 2 	 Getting data in and out of WDC-MARE – short 
intense course for beginners and runaways
(M. Diepenbroek et al., Bremen)

WDC-MARE (in close conjunction with PANGAEA) is one of 
the world’s biggest archives and libraries for marine environmental 
scientific data. Since, in the users judgement, data bases do not always 
meet their eager expectations, this course intends to (1) communicate 
intuitive use of the search engine PANGAEA; (2) highlight the 
philosophy of good scientific practice in research and scholarship, as 
well as data publication (open access, digital object identifiers); and 
(3) exercise the efficient large-scale usage of the information system. 
Exercises, examples, paradigms, instructive cases, and illustrations, 
however, shall make up the major portion of the lesson.
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S 3 	 New technologies 
(G. Meinecke et al., Bremen)

During the past decade the increasing use of advanced sampling 
techniques in the marine geosciences is clearly obvious. The use of 
remote and autonomous vehicles is in demand by scientific users in 
order to perform the required quality of scientific experiments in the 
ocean and at the seafloor. Powerful remotely operated vehicles have the 
ability to place video-controlled heavy instruments directly on scientific 
target locations; manipulators can control and operate the experiments 
and the HDTV cameras can monitor the experiment in perfect quality. 
The intention of this short course will be to focus on these specific 
types of vehicles and platforms, for instance ROV, AUV, Remotely 
Operated Drill and Crawler. It is planned to report the fundamental 
status of different kinds of vehicles, but also to illustrate the potential 
in their scientific use. In addition, even the consequences of the use of 
these advanced techniques in terms of demands for the crew and carrier 
systems will be explained briefly.

S 4 	 Geology of marine gas hydrates 
(G. Bohrmann et al., Bremen)

The short course will focus on current research on gas hydrates, which 
are important components in the Earth. Gas hydrates are generally 
formed at moderate pressure and low temperature, and a wide range 
of guest molecules can be incorporated into the water cages. Recent 
interest in gas hydrates emerges from the awareness that hydrate 
deposits may play significant roles in global and regional processes 
with societal and economic significance. A global hydrate assessment, 
although still uncertain, suggests that methane hydrates might 
represent an important future energy source. The purpose of this 
short course is to summarize some of the fundamentals of our current 
understanding of gas hydrate in marine sediments, its interactions with 
the environment, and recent findings from ongoing research programs 
that illustrate key aspects of gas hydrate dynamics. 
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Scientific sessions

Theme A: Biogeochemistry

A 1	 Geology and geophysics of gas hydrate deposits
(R. Matsumoto, Tokyo; G. Bohrmann, Bremen)

Gas hydrates are generally formed at moderate pressure and low 
temperature in marine and permafrost environments. Although 
the existence of gas hydrates has now been known for decades, 
our understanding of their potential impact on slope stability, the 
biosphere, carbon cycling, and climate change is still in its infancy. 
Laboratory and field studies at gas-hydrate-bearing sites, including 
several drilling expeditions in the past decade, have provided critical 
background data on the conditions of gas hydrate stability, and provide 
an overall view of the composition and distribution of gas hydrates in 
nature. This session will include geological and geophysical as well as 
multi-disciplinary contributions and observations, experimental and 
theoretical studies.

A 2	 Geomicrobiology of submarine mineralization 
processes 
(J. Peckmann, W. Bach, Bremen)

Microbial life has significantly affected Earth’s environment 
through time. Particularly, settings with steep geochemical gradients 
provide favourable conditions for microbial life in the absence of 
photosynthesis. In the marine realm, these settings include but are not 
limited to hydrothermal vents, hydrocarbon seeps, alteration fronts, 
and sediments of high productivity areas. A variety of geochemical 
energy sources is used in these chemosynthesis-based ecosystems.
This session will focus on submarine, sediment and igneous rock-hosted 
environments of mineral formation and weathering. We encourage 
colleagues from different fields to participate and help make this the 
interdisciplinary session we hope it will be.
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A 3	 Submarine magmatic and hydrothermal processes
(W. Bach, A. Koschinsky, Bremen; K. Lackschewitz, Kiel)

The accretion of oceanic crust and associated element and fluid fluxes 
profoundly influence the ongoing differentiation of our planet. Recent 
explorations of oceanic spreading centres and island arc systems have 
demonstrated direct linkages between magmatic and hydrothermal 
systems that can be investigated by geochemical investigations of vent 
fluid chemistry.  Likewise, advances in experimental and theoretical 
approaches have shed new light on the role of melt-rock and water-rock 
interactions in magmatic-hydrothermal systems.  

This session invites all contributions pertaining to the submarine 
magmatic accretion of ocean floor, seamounts and arcs, and to the 
investigation of hydrothermal vents developed in these settings.  
Papers examining interactions and feedbacks between magmatic and 
hydrothermal systems, or presentations addressing hydrothermal system 
interactions with the oceans are particularly welcome.

A 4	 Biogeochemical and geomicrobial studies of 
modern and ancient microbial communities 
(J. M. Hayes, Woods Hole; K.-U. Hinrichs, Bremen)

Throughout Earth’s history, microbial processes have been influencing 
the cycles and global budgets of many chemical elements.  Triggered by 
recent innovations in isotopic and molecular techniques, great progress 
has been made in our understanding of microbial communities 
and processes in both ancient and modern marine environments.  
Prominent examples include investigations of the early biosphere with 
fossil biomarkers, the use of mass-dependent isotope fractionations 
for constraining the role of the biosphere in cycling of S and O in the 
Precambrian, and concerted applications of modern molecular and 
geochemical tools that provide an increasingly more complete picture 
of the microbial network of transformations of energy and matter in 
the modern ocean. We encourage submissions from geochemists and 
microbiologists alike who study the role, function, and environmental 
significance of ancient and modern microbial communities.
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A 5	 Biogeochemical processes and mineral 
authigenesis in methane-rich sediments
(S. Kasten, Bremerhaven; G. Dickens; Houston; A. Boetius, Bremen)

This session seeks to bring together contributions from geochemistry, 
biogeochemistry, geobiology, and microbiology focussing on cold seep 
and other methane-rich sedimentary environments. The aim is to (1) 
advance the understanding of biogeochemical processes occurring at 
methane-fueled marine habitats, (2) establish budgets for methane 
fluxes at seep systems, (3) elucidate the biotic and abiotic formation 
mechanisms of authigenic minerals in and above methane-rich 
sediments, and (4) trace hot spots and key geological areas of methane 
turnover in the sedimentary and geophysical record.

A 6	 Progress from new ocean isotope proxies 
(F. von Blanckenburg, Hannover; H. Strauss, Münster; A. Eisenhauer, M. 
Frank, Kiel)

We are experiencing the development of new tools that are suited to 
identify processes and quantify ocean mass fluxes, redox reactions, 
continental inputs, weathering of sources, and microbial activity in the 
oceans. The new systems are »non-traditional« stable isotopes (Ca, Mg, 
Si, Fe, Cr, Cu, Zn), novel applications of »traditional« stable isotopes 
(H, O, N, S) such as mass-independent S isotope fractionation, or 
new findings from radiogenic (Nd, Pb, Hf) or cosmogenic (10Be, 14C, 
36Cl, 53Mn) isotopes. We invite contributions that explore these new 
developments in the modern ocean, in paleoceanographic applications, 
and in the evolution of the oceans over geologic time. 
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Theme B: Paleoclimate

B 1	 Oxygen deficiency through time 
(H. Brumsack, Oldenburg; J. Erbacher, Hannover)

Earth history is characterized by a number of dysoxic or anoxic phases 
and events, which are linked to a variety of environmental conditions and 
factors influencing ocean circulation. Today, marine areas with oxygen-
poor conditions are of limited geographical extent and are restricted 
to marginal or isolated basins and upwelling zones. The Mesozoic and 
Paleozoic, however, experienced a series of environmental changes 
leading to widespread oxygen deficiency, sometimes even on a global 
scale. The significance of the burial of large amounts of organic matter 
in deep-sea sediments for the global carbon cycle and the nature of 
the paleoceanographic and paleoclimatic conditions leading to marine 
oxygen deficiency are the focus of this session. We anticipate bringing 
together scientists studying organic-rich sediments and black shales from 
the present and the past and hope to attract a broad field of expertise. 

B 2	 African response to global change: Past, present 
and future 
(J.-B. Stuut, S. Mulitza, Bremen)

	 Session B 2 is part of workshop W 3

Recent studies suggest that the regional distribution of tropical sea-surface 
temperatures has a profound influence on precipitation patterns over 
Africa. Furthermore, changes in precipitation over the African continent 
have a major influence on the rate and composition of the vegetation 
cover, the rate of fluvial discharge, and on the production and distribution 
of dust. Sediments deposited in lakes on the continent as well as in the 
ocean off Africa continuously record the history of vegetation cover and 
terrigenous sediment input. In addition, marine sediments also register 
the hydrographical conditions of the overlying ocean. This session aims 
to explore the role of Africa in global climate change throughout the 
geological past, and its consequences for marine and terrestrial ecosystems. 
Contributors are encouraged to present recent results from both terrestrial 
or marine archives and palaeoclimate modelling.
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B 3	 Teleconnections as evidenced in continental 
archives 
(H. Oberhänsli, Potsdam; A.F. Lotter, Utrecht)

Different proxies give evidence about climate variability, trends and 
climate change throughout the recent and past geological record. 
However, we are often still at the beginning of understanding the 
connections to the different climate modes (e.g., NAO, AO, African-
Asian Monsoon, Siberian High Pressure Cell, ENSO). We invite 
presentations from continental archives (e.g., lakes and mires, tree-
rings, caves, etc.) highlighting possible relations and/or teleconnections 
(i) based on continuous seasonal or annual records of specific short 
climate events or over longer time scales, showing feedbacks due to 
changes in the hydrosphere, biosphere, atmosphere or geosphere; 
(ii) including extreme events (e.g. floods, droughts, dust storms, fire, 
volcanic eruptions, etc.) from well-dated archives emphasizing spatial 
and temporal dynamics of the climate system. Also studies focussing 
on climatic changes due to anthropogenic activities (e.g., deforestation, 
land-use changes) are welcome.

B 4	 Climate and sea-level changes during the 
Cenozoic 
(T. Bickert, M. Schulz, Bremen)

Climate variations during the Cenozoic are a unique testing ground 
for assessing our understanding of the dynamics of natural climate 
variations. We invite contributions based on the analysis of marine, 
terrestrial and ice archives as well as climate modeling studies that aim 
at disentangling the processes underlying climate changes through 
the entire Cenozoic. Synergistic efforts combining paleoclimate 
reconstructions with climate modeling are highly welcomed. The 
spatial focus of the session will be on sub-hemispheric to global scales. 
Studies highlighting the role of the oceans in past climate variations 
and deciphering the link between climate events and sea-level changes 
are especially solicited.
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B 5	 Biomineralization and implications for 
paleoceanography 
(N. Gussone, Münster; J. Bijma, Bremerhaven; E. Hathorne, Bremen)

The chemistry of fossil biogenic minerals (shells and skeletons) 
produced by various marine organisms is widely used to reconstruct 
past ocean conditions employing proxies such as oxygen isotopes 
and trace element/Ca ratios. However, recent works utilising micro-
analytical techniques, novel isotopic tracers (e.g., B, Ca or Mg 
isotopes) and culturing studies indicate a significant influence of 
biomineralization processes on the chemical composition of biogenic 
minerals. Thus, to interpret proxy records of past conditions from 
such biogenic archives with confidence requires at best a mechanistic 
understanding of biomineralization and at least the quantification of its 
influence. This session will explore new data and concepts concerning 
biomineralization and its influence on the biogenic mineral chemistry 
of various marine proxy archives including, but not exclusively, 
coccoliths, foraminifera and corals.

B 6	 Ocean acidification: back to the future 
(J. Bijma, Bremerhaven; U. Riebesell, Kiel)

Due to the uptake of anthropogenic CO2, world oceans are getting less 
alkaline (»ocean acidification«) with yet unpredictable consequences 
for the oceanic ecosystem. The global surface ocean pH has already 
dropped by 0.1 units since the beginning of the industralisation. In 
the history of our planet, this is not the first time that oceans have 
experienced acidification. Eventhough the causes for these events 
maybe of a different nature (bolide impact at the K/T boundary, 
methane clathrate release at the PETM and ELMO), and although  the 
rate of change may be different, much may be learned from them. This 
session aims to provide a biogeoscientific view of past events and future 
consequences: Can we learn from the geological archives how the 
present day ecosystem could be affected? Can we learn from the present 
day ecosystem response to better interprete the archives? 
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Theme C: Coastal zone and shelf processes

C 1	 Morphodynamic evolution and biogeochemistry of 
tidal flat sediments 
(J. Rullkötter, J. Köster, Oldenburg)

Tidal flat regions at the land/sea interface are highly dynamic 
environments that are especially sensitive to anthropogenic activities and 
climate change. They are affected by terrestrial as well as marine supply 
of inorganic and organic matter. The sediment bodies of tidal flats are 
bioreactors for the turnover of organic matter in which anoxic processes 
govern the system already closely below the surface. 

Recent multidisciplinary research has demonstrated that physical, 
geological, chemical and biological processes in the water column and 
in the sediment are closely linked to each other. In this session we would 
like to bring together the cutting-edge results from different fields of 
work to assess the state-of-the-art knowledge and to identify aspects for 
future work. We invite presentations investigating tidal flat systems by 
field studies, laboratory experiments and/or modelling approaches.

C 2	 Sedimentation in Late Quaternary continental shelf 
systems 
(T. Hanebuth, Bremen; J.-M. Jouanneau, Bordeaux)

Shelf seas are of the highest economical and ecological importance 
and sedimentary and oceanographic patterns are complex. The major 
external factors that drive sedimentary processes and control stratigraphic 
architecture are hydrological conditions, sediment input, sea level, climate 
conditions, and the pre-existing morphology. Consequently, sedimentary 
processes occur as a highly variable interplay on different temporal and 
spatial scales. The aim of this session is to provide an overview on current 
research activities in shelf environments and to stimulate an exchange of 
experiences and ideas. Special foci are 1) the actualistic comparison of 
sedimentary processes, 2) the influence of climate and sea-level changes, 3) 
local erosion and accumulation dynamics, 4) variability and utilization of 
sedimentary depocenters, 5) stratigraphic geometries and dating solutions, 
and 6) the roles of coastline and shelf break as critical interfaces.
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C 3	 Changing coasts – a geological phenomenon with 
socio-economic consequences 
(J. Harff, Rostock; H. Jöns, Wilhelmshaven; K. Stattegger, Kiel)

Coastal processes are determined by a »competition« between 
geological and climatologically driven forces. The changing of coastlines 
has been affecting human populations living in near-coastal areas since 
pre-historic times. This influence will become even more important 
in the near future due to the sea-level rise predicted as a result of 
global warming. The session shall bring together representatives of 
geosciences, climatology and cultural sciences. They will discuss the 
questions of the main driving forces: relative sea-level change and 
hydrographically driven sediment dynamics as well as the human 
reaction from Mesolithic to present times. The discussion will also be 
extended to future scenarios based on climate model predictions.

C 4	 Coastal morphodynamics 
(C. Winter, Bremen; B.W. Flemming, Wilhelmshaven; J. Bartholdy, 
Kopenhagen)

This session will focus on shallow-water environments where the 
oceans meet the land. It addresses the multi-disciplinary topic of 
coastal morphodynamics. Coastal morphodynamics are driven 
by the continuous interplay of meteorological, hydrodynamic, 
sediment-dynamic, and anthropogenic forcing. In the recent past, 
new technologies have substantially improved the scientific databases. 
Numerical models have been developed for the inter- and extrapolation 
of field data. Advances in software engineering have brought about 
post-processing software suitable for the visualisation of multi-
dimensional data. This session convenes scientists and engineers of all 
disciplines to exchange ideas and thoughts. We welcome presentations 
and posters on coastal hydrodynamics, sediment dynamics, 
morphodynamics, sensor technology, field measurements, numerical 
models, and related subjects. 
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C 5	 Fine-grained sediments in estuaries 
(K. Schrottke, T. Mörz, Bremen; A. Bartholomä, Wilhelmshaven; G.J. Weltje, 
Delft; N. McCave, Cambridge)

Estuaries are used worldwide as waterways and they host major harbors. 
Intensive turnover of highly dynamic fine-grained sediments often 
causes difficulties in securing navigation. This leads to engineering 
activities that alter estuarine hydrodynamics and sediment transport. 
The often contaminated dredged sediments raise questions of ecological 
and economical disposal or reuse. Climate change and growth in global 
trade intensify the stress on estuaries. These facts demand a better 
understanding of the parameters and processes controlling mobility 
and deposition of estuarine fine-grained sediments. Providing an 
interdisciplinary platform, all members of the »fine-grained sediment 
and estuarine community« (scientists, engineers, delegates of waste 
management, shipping and harbor authorities) are invited to present 
basic or applied field, laboratory and model studies, new technology or 
management strategies.

Theme D: Geohazards

D 1	 SUNDAARC: High Risk Volcanism on the Active 
Continental Margin of the Sunda Arc 
(C. Reichert, Hannover)

Besides earthquakes, subduction processes are associated with volcano 
eruptions, and constitute a considerable risk. Volcano structure, 
chemistry and behaviour provide a very important scientific access to 
the processes involved. Both volcanic risk mitigation and research on 
active margins require continuous monitoring of all suitable parameters 
and analysis of the geological and tectonic setting. This forms the 
basis to establish reliable models of the internal volcanic processes 
and the transportation of fluids and partial melts from the sources to 
the surface. In addition to results of a joint research initiative at the 
Sunda Arc within the scope of »Geotechnologien«, contributions from 
this area and other active margins are solicited to enable profound 
comparison and the conceiving of future efforts.
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D 2	 Subduction factory processes 
(J. Behrmann, Kiel; A. Kopf, Bremen)

Subduction zones are among the most dynamic tectonic environments 
on Earth. They are loci of growth or destruction of continental and 
arc lithosphere. Solid and fluid cycling occurs in several loops, from 
the frontal forearc to the volcanic arc. Deformation induces geological 
hazards, such as mega-earthquakes, submarine mass wasting, and 
resulting tsunamis.

For this session we encourage contributions from all fields, to improve 
the understanding of shallow and deep processes in the subduction 
factory. This includes studies on the micro-scale to large-scale tectonics, 
geophysics, geodesy, geochemistry, volcanology and petrology. We 
particularly encourage papers combining data sets, e.g., modeling 
approaches or joint laboratory-nature research. It is our intention to 
bring together experimentalists and field-oriented earth scientists from 
both the onshore and offshore communities.

D 3	 Submarine geo-hazards: gravitational mass 
movements, mud volcanoes and melanges 
(A. Camerlenghi, Barcelona; K. Huhn, Bremen)

The formation of sedimentary melanges (olistostromes) in 
convergent margin settings implies both mass wasting processes from 
destabilisation of submarine slopes and mud volcanic activity. Each 
of these may contribute to tremendous submarine geo-hazards with 
potentially large socio-economic importance. All processes show wide 
temporal and spatial spectra and occur globally in different geological 
scenarios. 

A thorough understanding of processes controlling the stability 
of slopes, the kinematics of mass movements, the activity of mud 
volcanoes, or the fluid circulation in sediments and bedrock is 
essential to estimate the risk potential of these events. Consequently, 
detailed permanent monitoring by means of geophysical, geological, 
geochemical, geotechnical and/or modelling techniques become 
increasingly important. Hence, the major aim of this session is to bring 
these multi-disciplinary approaches together in order to get a better 
understanding of ocean-floor phenomena.
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Theme E: Outreach

E 1	 How scientific findings make newspaper headlines
(A. Gerdes, Bremen)

In recent years funding agencies have encouraged scientists to 
enhance communication with non-scientific audiences. However, 
communicating to the general public via newspapers is a tricky task, 
and transforming scientific findings into newspaper headlines and 
articles appears to be a daunting task for many researchers. This session 
offers the unique opportunity to gain information from and exchange 
opinions with eminent journalists and science writers from leading 
newspapers and journals.

The invited speakers will deliver brief statements introducing their 
journal and their daily work respectively.

Theme F: Open session/methods
Oral and poster contributions under various other themes and 
methodologies are also very welcome.

Public lecture
Friedemann Schrenk, University of Frankfurt
Venue: Upper Major hall, Bremen
Date: Oct., 4th, 7 p.m.
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Oral presentations and posters
Oral presentations: There will be several  parallel sessions. 
Contributions are invited for sessions within themes A–F.  Each 
presentation will be allocated 15 minutes (including time for 
discussion).
Poster presentations: Posters should be closely related to the topics of 
the scientific sessions and should not exceed 120 cm (height) by 94 cm 
(width).
Please indicate your preference for your presentation (oral talk or 
poster) on the registration form; the final decision however, will be 
made by the organising committee based on advice from the convenors.

Abstract submission
Abstracts with a maximum of 450 words must be submitted by June 
15, 2007. Please send digital abstracts as Word documents (*.doc) or in 
Rich Text Format (*.rtf ), attached to an email to GV-2007@marum.
de or on CD-Rom to the conference address. Please, do not submit 
your abstract on paper and do not include figures. All abstracts will be 
published in Terra Nostra (ISSN coded). Your abstract will be processed 
on receipt of registration payment.

Outstanding student poster award
All first-author students presenting a poster are eligible to compete for 
this award. The successful student will be awarded financial support (up 
to € 1000) to attend a scientific meeting of his/her choice. 

Financial assistance
Limited funds to support attendance of the conference will be available. 
GV student members or students who will become members during 
the conference are eligible for application. For more information 
contact R. Spitzlei by email (geol.ver@t-online.de).
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Registration
Please find the registration form on the GV-2007 conference website and 
return the completed form either online (preferred method), by fax to 
+49 (0)421 6491 0780, or by mail to witago, Außer der Schleifmühle 29, 
28203 Bremen, Germany.

Registration fees until June 15, 2007

Conference Workshop/Short Course (add.)

half day full day

GV member € 95,- + € 30,- + € 60,-
Student member € 45,- + € 15,- + € 30,-
Non-member € 120,- + € 30,- + € 60,-
Student non-member € 60,- + € 15,- + € 30,-
Accompanying person € 30,-   

Registration fees after June 15, 2007

Conference Workshop/Short Course (add.)

half day full day

GV member € 120,- + € 40,- + € 80,-
Student member € 60,- + € 20,- + € 40,-
Non-member € 160,- + € 40,- + € 80,-
Student non-member € 80,- + € 20,- + € 40,-
Accompanying person € 50,-   

The registration fee includes attendance of all plenary and parallel 
scientific sessions, the program and abstract volume, the public lecture, 
the icebreaker reception and dinner, and coffee breaks.
Participation in a workshop or short course is only possible for fully 
registered participants of the conference. 
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Payment
Payment of the full registration fee is due upon submitting the 
registration form. Payment must be in Euro and can be made in the 
following ways:
by bank transfer, from Germany only:
Account holder: witago Projektkonto 1
Bank: Commerzbank AG	
BLZ: 290 400 90
Konto-Nr.: 240 6262 01		
Purpose: GV2007
by charging your account (Lastschrift/Bankeinzug), from Germany only:
Please fill in the appropriate fields in the registration form stating your 
bank institute, the bank code number, and your account number.
by credit card, VISA and MasterCard only:
Please fill in the appropriate fields in the registration form stating your 
credit card number, the expiration date, and the Card Verification 
Value/Code.

Cancellation
For written cancellations received before September 15, 2007, the 
registration fee less 20% will be refunded. After that date no refund 
will be possible.

Accomodation
Bremen offers hotels of all price categories. Please arrange your 
accomodation individually (assistance by Bremen Tourist Office - 
Bremer Touristik Zentrale, http://www.bremen-tourism.de).
For budget-priced lodging we recommend the Bremen Youth Hostel 
(Jugendherberge Bremen, http://www.djh.de; bremen@jugendherberge.
de).
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Registration form (Register online at www.g-v.de/)

Surname Title

First name

University/Company

Department

Address

City Postal Code

Country

Phone Fax

E-mail

Member of the Geologische Vereinigung e.V.:		   

GV member number: 	 Student:	

I will participate in the following workshop / short course: 

I intend to submit an abstract 	 for a talk	 	 and/or a poster	

			   in session	 

I will attend the dinner, Oct 3rd	 	 with 	persons (incl. me)

Payment will be made

• by bank transfer  		  	 (from Germany only)

• by charging my account		  	 (from Germany only)

	 Bank institute:		

	 Bank code number:		

	 Account number:		

• by credit card       	   VISA	 	 MasterCard  

	 Credit card number:		

	 Expiration date:		

	 Card verification code:	



Contact addresses

GV International Conference 2007
Bremen, Germany

www.g-v.de
GV International Conference 2007
c/o Gerold Wefer
Geowissenschaften
Universität Bremen
MARUM
Leobener Straße
28359 Bremen
Germany

Tel.: +49 (0)421 218 65521 (B. Donner)
GV-2007@marum.de




