
Agreement on the supervision of PhD students in the
International Research Training Group
- ArcTrain -
1  Purpose

This supervision agreement serves to secure a high standard of scientific education and best possible supervision and support for all ArcTrain PhD students. It shall ensure that design and implementation of the proposed PhD project can be achieved within a time frame of typically 3 years. In addition, this supervision agreement specifies the duties and rights of the persons involved. It follows the supervision agreement form as used by the GLOMAR Graduate School to ensure consistency among all PhD students associated with MARUM.
Please note that in addition to this supervision agreement, each PhD student needs to submit an application to her/his respective University faculty (“Fachbereich”) to become officially accepted as a PhD student of the University of Bremen (see also the regulations governing doctoral studies: https://www.uni-bremen.de/en/byrd/doctoral-researchers/pursuing-a-doctorate-at-bremen-university/regulations-governing-doctoral-studies/ ). This must be done within the first 6 months of the PhD term. These applications will be reviewed by the respective promotion committee (“Promotionsausschuss”).

2  Contracting Parties
PhD student:


………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Supervisor:


………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3  ArcTrain Thesis Committee
For the supervision of the PhD project of the ArcTrain students, a thesis committee is established within the first half year of the PhD project. The thesis committee consists of at least three scientists, i.e. (1) the primary supervisor, (2) a senior scientist from a Canadian partner University of ArcTrain, (3) a third scientist that could be the student’s immediate research advisor (typically assistants or junior professors, and senior scientists or advanced postdocs), and if suitable, (4) additional (also external) scientists. The members of the thesis committee are selected by the PhD student together with the primary supervisor.
The University of Bremen is acting towards gender equality in all aspects. If possible the thesis committee members should be elected with regard to gender equality.
Thesis committee members:

	Title
	Name
	Institution

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please note that ArcTrain cannot provide funding for travel costs for external scientists to attend thesis committee meetings other than those that are envisaged to take place yearly during the Annual Training Workshops. Funds are available to facilitate visits of PhD students at Canadian partner institutions.
4  Content and Schedule of the PhD Project
The PhD project must be planned for the duration of three years. Thematic changes that may occur during the course of research are to be documented. Thematic expansions must not lead to the extension of the total duration of the PhD project. Should a delay occur due to unforeseen circumstances, the concerned parties are to reach an agreement over re-scheduling. If necessary, the topic may be adapted to ensure rapid completion of the project within the existing timeframe of three years. The ArcTrain Speaker is to be informed about such changes.
An abstract and a time table for the PhD project as attached to this document are part of this agreement. In the case of ArcTrain, please refer to the proposal text, suggesting modifications as necessary.
5  Integration into a Research Group
The PhD student will work within the framework of the following research group

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6  Funding of the PhD Project
The PhD student will receive funding for the PhD project through


(a)  ( a PhD scholarship1


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



(Funding organisation and duration)


(b)  ( employment as academic assistant with a working contract1


…………………………………………… 
……………………………………………




(Duration)



(Monthly hours or % of full position)

1 A computer equipped working place, sufficient lab time and space will be offered by the research group of the primary supervisor. All project costs (e.g. consumables, student assistants, expeditions, equipment and travel costs) will be covered by project or other budgets of the supervisor. 

7  Fundamentals of Good Scientific Practice
The concerned parties agree to follow the rules of good scientific practice as recommended by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, the German research foundation): 

https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/principles_dfg_funding/good_scientific_practice/index.html 
8  Commitment
The PhD student commits herself / himself to

· design and implement the PhD project in a way that it can be finished within the timeframe outlined in section 4
· follow the curriculum of ArcTrain
· continuously communicate with the supervisor(s) about the progress of the PhD project

· organise and implement regular thesis committee meetings
· respect the regulations governing doctoral studies at the University of Bremen 
The supervisor commits herself / himself to

· give advice on the design and implementation of the PhD project (i.e. formulation and definition of the research goal, schedule, conducting work in the framework of good scientific practice etc.)

· discuss and evaluate hypotheses and methods, as well as results and interpretation with the PhD student
· help in the acquisition of literature and material

· give advice on the preparation and on how to give presentations (in terms of structure, language etc.)
· remain informed about the progress of the PhD student, also with regard to the work schedule

· introduce the PhD student to the relevant scientific community in Bremen and internationally
· enable participation in scientific conferences and meetings (subject to financial means)
· advise the PhD student on planning her / his future career

9  Conflict Resolution

Conflicts that could place a lasting strain on efficient cooperation may be settled with the help of the MARUM Ombudsperson. If necessary, other parties should be consulted. 
With my signature I agree to comply with the terms and conditions of this supervision agreement.

Bremen, …………………………………….

Bremen,……………………………………..
…………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………….
PhD student





Primary Supervisor
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